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Over the long history of political civilization, the 100 years of the party politics of socialist 
countries has emerged as a new form of politics. Exploration of the last 100 years of the 
party politics of socialist countries deals with the self-governance and national governance 
of Marxist ruling parties. It reflects intraparty relationships, interparty relationships, 
relationships between party and government and relationships between party and society, 
as well as foreign relations, and spans three historical periods, comprising the first 
establishment of party politics in Soviet Russia; the adoption of party rule in other countries, 
with concomitant setbacks; and the achievement by China, Vietnam and other countries of 
party political innovation and development. A review of the experience of the past hundred 
years shows that success in making party politics the basic system in socialist countries 
and in tapping its full potential is attributable to the efforts made by Marxist ruling parties 
to undertake fruitful theoretical reflection and grasp values, adhere to the truth and correct 
mistakes on the basis of exceptional strategic confidence and policy commitment, while 
constantly opening up new stages of theoretical understanding and practical development. 


The party politics of socialist countries in the 21st century drives their modernization and 
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cultivates and improves their practice. The union of the two in the magnificent historical 
process of the sustainable development of socialist institutional civilization will have major and 


far-reaching significance for building a brighter future for humanity. 


Keywords: Marxism, party politics in socialist countries, world socialist movement, 


socialism with Chinese characteristics, national governance 


To date, a century of party politics in socialist countries has elapsed. A review of the 
hundred-year-long history of party politics in socialist countries can not only help us gain 
a correct understanding of its development based on a grasp of historical laws, but also 
strengthen contemporary motivation and confidence in values developed in the practice 
of socialist party politics with Chinese characteristics while at the same time creating 
new theories.’ This determines that, by meeting the requirements of the times that we go 
further toward accomplishing the missions of as a governing Marxist Party, and that we 
realize China’s modernization, we will surely contribute “Chinese wisdom” to the future 
development of world party politics on the basis of proving our comparative advantages of 
our system. 


I. The Basic Understanding and Logic behind the Development of Party Politics in 
Socialist Countries 


As an entirely new form of political practice, the party politics of socialist countries involves 
Marxist political parties wielding state power and leading social development. The movement 
of contradictions between the socialist productive forces and the socialist relationships of 
production naturally results in Marxist parties becoming the leaders of the superstructure of 
the state, in line with the basic laws of the evolution of human political civilization. 

1. The basic meaning and values of party politics in socialist countries 

Party politics, socialist party politics, and party politics in socialist countries are basically 
interrelated yet different aspects of the science of Marxist party politics. In terms of scope, 
the three forms are sequentially included within this science; in terms of logic, they form 
sequential increments; and in terms of value space, they tend sequentially toward specificity. 

(1) A general understanding of party politics 

Political parties represent class interests and “are the special form of political organization 





1 Since the Communist Party of China was founded in 1921, socialist party politics with Chinese 
characteristics has developed for 96 years through the two major development stages of political 
revolution and social revolution. Over the past century, socialist party politics with Chinese 
characteristics has pursued the deepest values, developed the most unique practical features, and made 
the most notable contribution to civilization, thus profoundly changing Chinese history and exerting a 
deep influence over the world through these different stages. There would be a number of monographs 
and articles dedicated to the scientific connotations, developmental principles, practical values and 
theoretical innovation of socialist party politics with Chinese characteristics. 
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adapted to the mobilization of majorities.” In terms of institutional form, “political parties 
created democracy and modern democracy is unthinkable save in terms of the parties.” Party 
politics came into being as the development of the productive forces catalyzed the evolution 
of democracy; it is an inherent requirement and an inevitable outcome of the modern 
organized development of power. Depending on the structural features of its content, we can 
approach Party politics at the macro-, mid- and micro-levels. 

At the macro-level, party politics refers to the internal life and external activities that 
political parties engage in to develop and to realize their values. It expresses the organic 
political union of instrumental rationality and value rationality under democratic politics; 
indicates the different types of political practice in the developmental process of human 
society; and reveals the abstraction of party politics. 

At the mid-level, party politics refers to the internal life and external activities that political 
parties engage in to survive, develop and realize their values. It identifies party politics by 
type, and gives expression to their social attributes. 

At the micro-level, party politics means the internal life and external activities that political 
parties in specific nation-states engage into develop and to realize their values. Micro-level 
party politics in specific nation-states possesses the economic, social and historical attributes 
of party politics, as well as its survival space and development over time; it thus unites the 
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“time,” “space” and “state” of party politics. As a direct object and practical form, micro-level 
party politics gives expression to the concrete state of party politics. 

(2) The basic meaning of party politics in socialist countries 

As a holistic concept, party politics in socialist countries is the general term for the internal 
life and external activity, together with their governance, that results from Marxist ruling 
parties’ striving to develop themselves and realize their values. As a new political system 
and operational mechanism, it is concerned with the internal life and external activity of 
Marxist ruling parties, and as such is a unity of party and state governance. In terms of factor 
composition, this kind of party politics is a system of political development made up of 
many parts. It includes the internal politics of the parties themselves, interparty politics, and 
the politics of parties and states, of parties and society, and of parties and the international 
community (the latter consists mainly of the politics between ruling parties and the parties 
of other countries and international party organizations). The resulting party political 
relationships in socialist countries constitute a complex system of political relationships 
within and between parties, between parties and states, between parties and society and 
between parties and the international community. Of these relationships, those between 
parties and states and between parties and society are the most fundamental, involving as 
they do the relationship of party power, state power, and civil rights. Their main thrust is the 





2 EE. Schattschneider, Party Government, p. 208. 
3 Ibid., p. 1. 
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people-centered approach,’ which reflects the fundamental nature of party politics in socialist 
countries and is the source of its values. In this system, the relationship between party and 
government is essentially between party power and government power, which is instrumental 
relative to civil rights. In addition, the people-centered relationship between the party and 
society is essentially a relationship between party power and social rights, where social rights 
have the dual character of origin and goal. 

(3) The value dimension of party politics in socialist countries 

In terms of value and function, party politics in socialist countries can be approached 
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from the value perspectives of “pathway,” “theory,” “system,” “culture” and “civilization.” 
The pathway of party politics is the political process whereby Marxist ruling parties unite 
the general principles of party politics and the fundamental principles of socialist party 
politics with the realities of their respective countries to pursue the “man’s free and all- 
rounded development” as their highest value; it falls into the category of the origin of party 
politics in socialist countries. The theory of party politics is the system of knowledge gained 
by Marxist ruling parties through the practice of party politics with regard to theoretical 
preconditions, theoretical foundations, theoretical viewpoints, theoretical structure and 
theoretical acquisition; it falls into the category of the development of party politics. The 
system of party politics is a complete set of interconnected norms developed by Marxist 
ruling parties in the practice of party politics; it is both a necessary embodiment of their 
achievements in developing party politics in socialist countries and a guide to its further 
sustainable development. The culture of party politics is a relatively independent system of 
views developed by Marxist ruling parties in the practice of party politics; its core is Party 
ideology and it consists of organizational psychology, orientation of emotions, theory and 
conduct, resulting in an attitude that differs from that of other parties. The culture of party 
politics is part of political culture.’ The civilization of socialist party politics represents a high 


29 66. 


level of integration and sophistication of all the factors of party politics—their “road,” “theory,” 
“system” and “culture.” It gives expression to Marxist ruling parties’ overall capacity for 
self-governance and national governance and the political progress they have made. As the 


components and crystallization of the value system of party politics in socialist countries, 
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“pathway,” “theory,” “system,” “culture” and “civilization” find their expression in intraparty 
and interparty relationships, the relationships between parties and governments and between 
parties and society, and foreign relations, all of which are integrated in the coordinated 
developmental process of the Marxist ruling parties’ self-governance and national governance. 
2. The development logic behind party politics in socialist countries 
The general trends of economic and social development in Europe in the 19th century, the 


Party thought of Marx and Engels and their theories of the development of Oriental society 





4 Xi Jinping, “Keep the Larger Picture in Mind, Grasp General Trends, Look towards Great Matters, 
Do Propaganda and Ideological Work Even Better,” p. 1. 
5 Wang Huning, “Approaching the Development of Ruling Parties on the Basis of Party Culture,” p. 6. 
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and the “grand chess game,” as well as the political and economic development of capitalism 
in the 20th century, constitute the total factors—internal and external—leading to the 
development of party politics in socialist countries and generating their logic. 

(1) Marx and Engels’ fundamental idea of proletarian parties served as the theoretical 
foundation of the establishment of party politics in socialist countries 

Marx and Engels developed the fundamental theory of proletarian parties in their critique 
of capitalism and their reflections on the liberation of the proletariat. At the time, they did not 
use the term “party politics,” nor did they have a theory of party politics in socialist countries. 
However, from a unified historical and logical perspective, their systematic statements about 
the Communist party demonstrated the principal political capacities and missions that should 
be possessed by party politics in socialist countries; their statements about the transition from 
capitalism to socialism revealed the main content of party politics in socialist countries; and 
their conclusion that the long-term goal of the Communist party was the ultimate transition to 
a classless society where the state will wither away and there will be no parties revealed the 
ultimate values of party politics in socialist countries. 

(2) Socialist party politics in Europe in the mid-19th century provided the logical 
conditions for party politics in socialist countries 

Following the foundation of the Communist League in 1847, Marx and Engels wrote the 
League’s program, The Communist Manifesto. The Manifesto comprehensively expounded 
the theories and principles of the nature, characteristics, objectives, methods and policies 
of proletarian parties, thus laying a firm theoretical foundation for socialist party politics. 
The establishment in 1864 of the First International with a “new scientific world view as 
its theoretical foundation,”® made seizing political power “the great duty of the working 


7 
classes.” 


The Second International, founded in 1889, provided rich practical experience in 
the content and manner of its activities and its organizational and theoretical construction. 
The process from the founding of the Communist League to the establishment of the First 
and Second International witnessed the birth of the theory of scientific socialism and its 
development in great and profound revolutions. It also witnessed the in-depth integration of 
proletarian parties and workers’ movements and their development through complex internal 
and external struggles. All this profoundly influenced the developmental course of human 
civilization. 

(3) The special conditions of Oriental society and unbalanced capitalist economic and 
political development provided the social foundation for the establishment of party politics in 
socialist countries 

In the 1840s, the founders of Marxism envisaged the socialist revolution as taking place 
simultaneously in the advanced countries of Europe and America. In view of Russia’s rural 
communes and the historical conditions of the 1880s, Marx and Engels suggested that Russia 





6 Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, Collected Works of Marx and Engels, vol. 2, p. 599. 
7 Ibid., vol. 3, p. 13. 
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would probably transit directly into socialism without going through the “Caudine Forks” 
of the capitalist system.” In the late 19th and early 20th century, the development of Russian 
capitalism was caught between Eastern and Western civilization; it not only bore the stamp 
of autocratic feudal military imperialism but was also the weak link in the unbalanced 
developmental chain of capitalist politics and economy. Taking into account the domestic 
and international situation, the Russian Bolsheviks represented by Lenin lost no time in 
leading the Russian people to achieve victory in the October Revolution, thus bringing the 
revolutionary Russian Bolshevik Party to power and introducing an epoch-making chapter in 
party politics in socialist countries. 

(4) The founding of Marxist parties in the member states of the Communist International 
and other nation-states provided the organizational conditions for establishing party politics in 
a series of socialist countries 

The establishment of the Communist International in 1919 and its activities encouraged 
the founding of Communist parties in different countries as well as interparty exchanges. The 
Communist International proclaimed itself to be the union of workers of the world.’ “The 
theory of world revolution” was the theoretical basis of the Communist International and 
“democratic centralism” was the organizational principle of the Communist International;'” 
its Congress was the supreme power-holding body, and the Communist parties of all countries 
were its branches. The Communist International helped to train large numbers of Party leaders 
in different countries, thereby accelerating the growth of the organizational elements and 
leading forces of party politics in socialist countries. 


Il. The Practical Basis of Party Politics in Socialist Countries 


Marxist ruling parties are responsible for the practice of party politics in socialist countries in 
areas such as intraparty relationships, interparty relationships, relationships between the party 
and the government and between the party and society, and the party’s foreign affairs. Over 
the past century, party politics in socialist countries has gone through three historical periods. 

1. The exploration of “first in one country”: “Soviet Russia” and party politics in socialist 
countries 

The victory of the October Revolution meant the formal establishment of socialist 
countries’ party politics in the form of Soviet Russia. For the first time, socialist party politics 
ceased to be just a theory and a movement and became a national institutionalized operation. 

(1) The improvement of intraparty relationships based on the fundamental principle of 
democratic centralism and deviation from this principle 

In leading the development of a new party, Lenin took the early ideas from the days of Marx 





8  Ibid., vol. 3, p. 580. 
9 Dai Longbin ed., Selected Historical Archives of the Soviet Union, vol. 15, p. 343. 
10 Dai Longbin ed., Documents of the Second Congress of the Communist International, p. 648. 
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and Engels about intraparty relationships and made them into “democratic centralism,” as the 
fundamental principle for developing and handling intraparty relationships. He stressed that 
“all the affairs of the Party were to be conducted, either directly, or through representations, 
by all the members of the Party, all of whom without exception had equal rights.”"' At its 10th 
National Congress in 1921, the Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik) adopted the resolution 
“The Issues of Party Building,” which gave greater prominence to intraparty democracy as the 
principle for handling intraparty relationships. In his early years in power, Stalin also stressed, 
“We must raise the activity of the Party masses and put intraparty democracy into effect.”"” 
However, the Soviet Communist party never really established a firm system and operational 
mechanisms for handling of intraparty relationships through democratic centralism. This led 
to the formation of the relationships of personal dependence on senior Party officials and dealt 
a heavy blow to intraparty democracy. 

(2) The exploration and abandonment of the interparty relationships based on the political 
principle of “multiparty coexistence and coalition governments” 

In view of the fact that Russia had several parties, Lenin was in favor of implementing 
a multiparty proportional electoral system whereby the Soviets could establish “a coalition 


: 13 
Soviet government.” 


However, following the outbreak of civil war in 1918, Left Socialist 
Revolutionaries withdrew from the Council of People’s Commissars and some Left Socialist 
Revolutionaries and other petty bourgeois parties even took part in counterrevolutionary 
rebellions to varying degrees. This led the Bolshevik Party to declare itself “the only 
legitimate party” in Soviet Russia.'* In his explanation of the draft Soviet Constitution of 
1936, Stalin stressed, “In the Soviet Union, there are conditions for only one party, i.e., the 
Communist Party, to exist.”'” The one-party political configuration was confirmed by the 
Soviet Constitution. 

(3) The development and evolution of the relationship between Party and government was 
oriented toward the Party’s exercising “general leadership” over the Soviets 

Following the victory of the October Revolution, Lenin made it categorically clear that it 
was the responsibility of the Communist Party to “exert a decisive influence and assume all 
leadership positions in all workers’ organizations (trade unions, cooperatives, agricultural 
communes, etc.)”'® In response to the fact that the ruling Party had established an action team 
for direct rule over the proletariat and the Soviets had become the appendages of the ruling 





11 Vladimir Lenin, Collected Works of Lenin, vol. 14, p. 249. 

12 Joseph Stalin, Selected Works of Stalin, vol. 1, p. 481. 

13. Vladimir Lenin, Collected Works of Lenin, vol. 33, p. 31. 

14 The Central Academy of Marxism-Leninism of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, ed., A 
Collection of Documents of the National Congresses and Conferences of the Soviet Communist Party 
and the Plenary Sessions of Central Committee, vol. 2, p. 173. 

15 Joseph Stalin, Selected Works of Stalin, vol. 2, p. 408. 

16 The Central Academy of Marxism-Leninism of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, ed., 4 
Collection of Documents of the National Congresses and Conferences of the Soviet Communist Party 
and the Plenary Sessions of Central Committee, vol. 1, p. 570. 
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party, Lenin stated in his later years, “It is necessary to delimit much more precisely the 
functions of the Party (and of its Central Committee) from those of the Soviet government.”"” 
He stressed the need to “leave to the Party the general guidance of the activities of all state 
bodies.”'* In the early days of Stalin’s rule, he basically followed Lenin’s views on the 
relationship between the Party and the government. However, not long after he assumed 
office, a centralized relationship between the Party and the government was established that 
allowed no distinction between the work of the Party and that of the government and allowed 
the Party to operate in place of the government. 

(4) The relationship between the Party and the masses that made the masses the “source of 
life” of the ruling party and its “political starting point,” and the Party’s growing estrangement 
from the masses 

With regard to building party politics in socialist countries, Lenin always stressed, “A party 
is the vanguard of a class,”"’ holding that, “A vanguard performs its task as vanguard only 
when it is able to avoid being isolated from the mass of the people it leads and is able really 
to lead the whole mass forward.””° After Stalin took power, he also put forward some useful 
views on the Party’s closeness to the masses. He even said, “We may take it as the rule that 
as long as the Bolsheviks maintain connection with the broad masses of the people they will 


2 A z 21 
be invincible.” 


Regrettably, these thoughtful views disappeared from sight in practice as 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) became increasingly estranged from the 
masses. 

(5) Interparty relationships characterized by a high level of concentration of power in the 
mission of world revolution 

Based on his general assessment of the themes of war and revolution of his day, Lenin 
led the founding of the Communist International in 1919 in order to guide and help other 
countries to establish proletarian parties and carry out the proletarian socialist revolution. 
However, after Lenin’s death, the operational mechanism of the Communist International 
consisted of the CPSU as “leading party” and a “one big family” organizational model. To all 
intents and purposes, this meant that the Communist International was the “center” of world 
revolution and the Soviet Communist Party was the “center” of the Communist International; 
other Communist parties, as branches of the Communist International, had to accept the 
absolute leadership of the “center.” 

2. The establishment, development and setbacks of party politics in a number of socialist 
countries 


In the mid-20th century, several Communist Parties (Workers’ Parties) in Europe and Asia 





17 Central Compilation & Translation Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, ed., Works of Lenin on 
Selected Topics: On the Proletarian Party, p. 336. 

18 Ibid. 

19 Ibid., p. 338. 

20 Vladimir Lenin, Selected Works of Lenin, vol. 4, p. 646. 

21 Joseph Stalin, Collected Works of Stalin, 1934-1952, p. 172. 
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emerged from revolution to become ruling parties, thus bringing about a political scene in 
which party politics in socialist countries extended triumphantly from one country to several 
all over the world. In the late 1980s and early 1990s, however, the Communist parties in a 
number of socialist countries lost their position as ruling parties, causing setbacks to party 
politics in socialist countries as a whole. 

(1) Intraparty relationships characterized by the distorted development of intraparty 
democracy 

While Stalin was in power, the establishment of a highly centralized system of party 
politics led to repeated destructive attacks on democracy and made intraparty relationships 
ever more rigid, alienated, and lifeless. In the late 1980s, Gorbachev’s championing of 
glasnost and perestroika threw the internal activities of the CPSU into chaos. At the time 
when they were jettisoning the influence of the CPSU’s centralization of power, the ruling 
Communist parties of Eastern Europe developed some quite impressive and constructive ideas 
for improving their intraparty relationships, but as these were not implemented consistently in 
practice, the relationships were never normalized. 

When the CPC first assumed power, it stressed that “Party unity is the Party’s life,” in 
sober acknowledgement of the need to properly balance democracy and centralism. However, 
not long after, intraparty relationships went backward as the power of the Party became 
excessively concentrated in the hands of an individual. Arbitrary behavior and the cult of 
personality proliferated, eventually touching off the Cultural Revolution. With this in mind, 
Deng Xiaoping stated at the Third Plenary Session of the 11th CPC Central Committee in 
1978 that “the heart of democratic centralism is “democracy,” which led the Party to further 
explore intraparty relationships based on institution building. At the same time, the ruling 
parties of other socialist countries also worked to improve their intraparty relationships. 

(2) The various Party-government relationships underwent many ordeals 

Soviet Russia’s party system evolved from multiparty cooperation to a one-party system. 
Former Eastern European socialist countries such as Yugoslavia, Albania, Romania and 
Hungary had a one-party system, while Poland, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria and the Democratic 
Republic of Germany had a system of “multiparty coexistence” led by Marxist parties. In 
the late 1980s and early 1990s, influenced by the Soviet Union’s adoption of a multiparty 
system, the former “allied parties” or “participating parties” of Eastern Europe soon became 
opposition parties. Their undermining of the ruling parties played an important role in 
carrying out the Western strategy of the peaceful evolution of the socialist bloc. This led to the 
toppling of socialist ruling parties. 

In Vietnam, the Communist Party of Vietnam became the only party after October 1988; 





22 Party Literature Research Office of the CPC Central Committee, ed., Selected CPC Documents 
Released since the Founding of the People’s Republic of China, vol. 5, p. 128. 

23 Party Literature Research Office of the CPC Central Committee ed., The Annals of Deng Xiaoping 
(1975-1997), vol. 1, p. 445. 
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in Cuba, the Communist Party of Cuba was the only party; and following the revolutions 
in Mongolia and Laos, Marxist parties were the only ruling parties. The case in China is 
different. Following its founding, the PRC creatively defined interparty relationships as a 
system of multiparty cooperation under the leadership of the CPC, and the resolution of 
the Eighth National Congress of the CPC formally confirmed “long-term coexistence and 


9924 


mutual supervision,” as the Communist Party’s fundamental principle for cooperating with 


the other parties. However, “After 1957, especially during the Cultural Revolution (1966- 


1976), China’s system of multiparty cooperation suffered severe setbacks.” 


Following the 
Third Plenary Session of the 11th CPC Central Committee in 1978, the error of seeing parties 
other than the CPC as bourgeois parties was fundamentally corrected so as to restore and 
develop new interparty relationships. At its 12th National Congress, the CPC reconfirmed the 
principles of “long-term coexistence, mutual oversight, sincerity, and sharing the rough times 
and the smooth” as the fundamental principles for cooperation between the CPC and other 
parties. 

(3) The party-government relationship characterized by the continuous adjustment of 
powers and functions 

It used to be commonplace in the practice of party politics in socialist countries for there to 
be no distinction between the work of the party and that of the government, and for the party 
to replace the government. However, the Soviet reforms championed by Gorbachev revised 
Article 6 of the Soviet Constitution from the original “The leading and guiding force of Soviet 
society... is the CPSU””* to “The CPSU, other political parties and labor, youth and other 
mass organizations and mass movements, through their representatives elected to the Councils 
of People’s Deputies and in other forms participate in the policy-making of the Soviet state, in 


the management of state and public affairs.””” 


They thus committed the fundamental political 
error of removing the CPSU from its legally endorsed leadership position. 

In the early years of the PRC, Mao and other Party leaders maintained that the Party 
is “the core force leading our cause forward,”** and “under no circumstances should the 
functions of Party bodies be confused with those of state bodies.”” However, the relationship 
between the Party and the government subsequently began to shift toward having the Party 
replace the government and making no distinction between the work of the Party and that of 


the government. Following the Third Plenary Session of the 11th CPC Central Committee, 





24 Mao Zedong, Collected Works of Mao Zedong, vol. 7, p. 34. 

25 The Information Office of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China, China’ System of 
Political Parties, pp. 5-6. 

26 Xin Hua, trans., The Constitution (Fundamental Law) of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
pd: 

27 Translation Team of the Institute of the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe of the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences, trans., and ed., Resources on Issues in the Soviet Union, pp. 493-494. 

28 Mao Zedong, Collected Works of Mao Zedong, vol. 6, p. 350. 

29 Editorial Team for the Legal Writings of Dong Biwu, ed., Legal Writings of Dong Biwu, p. 110. 
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however, the highly centralized Party-government relationship began to change. The 13th 
National Congress of the CPC stressed that, “The key to political restructuring first of all lies 
in separating the functions of the Party from those of the government.”*’ However, in practice, 
the functions of the Party were separated from those of the government by “having the Party 
and the government separately” assume the same functions. In fact, this led to the Party being 
in charge only of Party affairs; there was a divorce between the two. 

(4) The relationship between the party and the masses summed up in the saying “water can 
float the boat; it can also sink it.” 

The ruling parties of Eastern Europe formulated many valuable theories on the relationship 
between the party and the people. Nicolae Ceausescu stressed that, “Promoting the spirit 
of criticism and self-criticism gives expression to the democracy in intraparty activity and 
the relationship between the party and the masses.”*' Enver Hoxha stated, “First learn from 


9932 


the masses, then teach them” is the principle the ruling party should uphold. However, far 


from being implemented in practice, these positive views were contradicted at every step. 


9933 


Gorbachev’s reform not only failed to eliminate existing “privileged strata,” but accelerated 


corruption in the CPSU because “party, government and military leaders feared losing their 
privileges.”** This cost the party the foundation of its existence. 

From the founding of the PRC in 1949 up to the Anti-Rightist Campaign in 1957, the 
historic changes that had occurred set the relationship between the Party and the masses off 
to a good start. At the end of 1949, the CPC had resolved to “keep in close touch with the 
masses and overcome bureaucratism.”” Early in 1956, Mao Zedong incisively pointed out: “It 
is necessary for us to establish certain systems, so as to ensure the thorough implementation 
of the mass line and collective leadership.”*° Despite this, the grave errors of the Cultural 
Revolution made the relationship between the Party and the masses highly abnormal. Soon 
after the introduction of the policy of reform and opening up, Deng Xiaoping stressed that 
the problems faced in the drive for the four modernizations could only be solved “if we have 
faith in the masses, rely on the masses and stick closely to the mass line.”*’ When the Party 
Constitution was revised at the 12th National Party Congress, it included for the first time the 





30 Party Literature Research Office of the CPC Central Committee, ed., Selected CPC Documents 
Released since the 13th National Congress of the CPC, vol. 1, p. 36. 

31 Nicolae Ceausescu, Report of the Central Committee on the Work of the Communist Party of 
Romania between thel1th and 12th Congresses and the Party's Future Tasks, p. 48. 

32 Enver Hoxha, Report on the Work of the Central Committee to the Fifth Congress of the Labor 
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basic connotations of the mass line. 

(5) Complex and volatile interparty relationships 

In response to the spread of the Cold War in the postwar international situation, the CPSU, 
in collaboration with the Communist Parties and Workers’ Parties of Yugoslavia, Poland, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, France, and Italy, established the Cominform 
(the Information Bureau of the Communist Parties and Workers’ Parties), in September 1947. 
The Cominform was designed to exchange experiences and information and, where necessary, 
to coordinate the activities of these parties. However, as the “patriarchal party,” the CPSU’s 
unasked interference and wanton intervention in the Party and state affairs of other countries 
led to the sharpening of interparty conflicts and seriously affected the healthy development of 
party politics in socialist countries. 

In the early years of the PRC, “the CPC developed its relationships with the ruling 
parties of socialist countries and other countries’ Communist parties to win for the People’s 
Republic the sympathy and support of the world’s progressive forces.”** While criticizing the 
errors made by the CPSU as the “patriarchal party” in the 1960s, the Party committed Left 
deviationist errors. During the Cultural Revolution, guided by the policy of “supporting the 
Leftists and opposing the revisionists,” the Party “discriminated on the basis of ideology” in 
carrying out foreign relations and “hit out in all directions.” It was not until its 12th National 
Congress in 1982, when the Party adopted the “four principles” for interparty relationships of 
“independence, total equality, mutual respect, and mutual noninterference in internal affairs” 
that historic changes began to occur in the Party’s foreign relations. 

A review of the practice of party politics in socialist countries reveals that their ruling 
parties had a profound theoretical understanding and outstanding practical achievements in 
this area. However, seen in the light of the historical process as a whole, they were constrained 
by the conditions of the times and the complex circumstances of their countries, and this made 
their ruling parties’ theoretical understanding, policy proposals and actual circumstances 
highly contradictory. We can conclude that the establishment of a system of party politics in 
socialist countries was a precondition for achieving a party politics that had socialist values 
and for putting it into practice. Nevertheless, success in maximizing the advantages of party 
politics in socialist countries still depended on whether their ruling parties were able to give 
effective theoretical consideration to problems and difficulties in practice and whether they 
could summon up exceptional strategic confidence and arduous and unremitting efforts to 
uphold the truth, correct their mistakes and make further progress in theoretical understanding 
and practical development. We can draw a profound conclusion from this: among the 
many reasons for the dramatic changes in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, the most 
fundamental one was that the ruling parties never consistently represented the development of 
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advanced productive forces. 

3. The innovative development of party politics in socialist countries at a new historical 
starting point 

In the late 1980s and the early 1990s, the ruling parties of a number of socialist countries 
suffered devastating setbacks and stepped down. However, this did not occur with the ruling 
parties of China, Vietnam and other more realistic socialist countries, which thoroughly 
reviewed the positive and negative lessons of history. Taking into consideration the 
contemporary context of rapidly developing globalization, they stayed true to their original 
aspirations; and worked hard to usher in a new stage in the development of party politics in 
socialist countries. 

(1) Developing intraparty relationships to improve intraparty democracy as a value goal 
and taking strict intraparty life as a basic requirement 

At the 16th National Congress, the Party decided that, “Starting with the reform of systems 
and mechanisms, we need to establish a sound intraparty democratic system that fully 


2940 


reflects the will of Party members and organizations.” Since the 18th National Congress, 
the Party has followed the Regulations on Intraparty Political Activity for a New Era and 
the Regulations of the Party on Internal Oversight as its fundamental principles for strict 
intraparty political life, thus systematizing and institutionalizing the handling of intraparty 
relationships. At the same time, the Communist Party of Vietnam, with a view to respecting 
and safeguarding the democratic rights of its members, set up a series of democratic intraparty 
institutions including democratic elections and policymaking, inquiries, accountability and 
oversight, and intraparty grassroots democracy, in order to promote the healthy development 
of intraparty relationships. 

(2) Improving interparty relationships on the basis of institutionalized operations and the 
pursuit of harmonious development 

Since the beginning of the 21st century, development has further demonstrated that 
“pursuing the common goal with unity in thought and action is the salient feature of the 
system of multiparty cooperation and political consultation under the leadership of the 


41 


Party,” and indicated that “multiparty cooperation and political consultation under the 
leadership of the Party is China’s only viable political party system for the past, present and 
future.” During this period, the Communist Party of Vietnam “compensated for the defects 
of one-party democracy by expanding representation, holding competitive elections with 


multiple candidates including non-party candidates.” 
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(3) Improving the relationship between the party and the government with reform of the 
way the party rules as a vector of practice and modernization of national governance as a goal 
At its 16th National Congress, the CPC decided, “On the basis of the principle that the 
Party exercises overall authority and coordinates the efforts of all sides, we will standardize 
the relationship between Party Committees on the one hand and People’s Congresses, 
»“ The Resolution 


of the Party Central Committee on Strengthening the Party’s Capacity for Governance 


governments, CPPCC committees and people’s organizations on the other. 


adopted in September 2004 stressed, “The Party must stay committed to appropriate, 
democratic, and law-based governance, and improve the way it exercises leadership and 
practices governance.””” Since the Party’s 18th National Congress, on the general premise that 
“Party leadership is the basic underlying feature of socialism with Chinese characteristics,””* 
the relationship between the Party and the government has entered a new and improved 
stage. 

(4) Enshrining the mass of the people in the highest place in party members’ hearts and 
strengthening the relationship between the Party and the masses based on the dynamic 
practice of “working in the people’s interests, and being pragmatic, honest, and upright” 

On the basis of deep reflection on questions concerning the origin of party politics, such as 
the basis for its establishment and its hold on power, as well as the sources of the its strength, 
the CPC drove the value of its closeness to the masses and the scientific development of 
this closeness to historic new heights. Since the Central Committee issued its Resolution on 
Increasing the Ties between the Party and the People in 1990, the Party has made unremitting 
efforts to improve its relationship with the masses. With regard to other socialist countries, the 
Communist Party of Vietnam has adopted a Resolution on Strengthening the Ties between the 
Party and the People, and the Communist Party of Cuba stresses that “everything is founded 
on the masses; everything relies on the masses, in making major decisions the views of the 
broad masses must sought; and all activities must have the concurrence of the masses.””” 

(5) Promoting the foreign relations of the Party and the government through the value 
pursuit of building a community of shared future for mankind and the fundamental goal of 
serving CPC governance 

Following the 16th National Congress, party diplomacy of the CPC stressed giving full play 
to the advantages of such diplomacy; displaying its distinctive features; highlighting its major 
points; striving for substantive results; and highlighting top-level exchanges. This provided 
the initial channels for foreign contacts that effectively took into account the distinctive 
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features of both sides. Following its 17th National Congress, the Party progressively created “‘a 
new pattern of Party diplomacy that is all-around, multi-channeled, wide-ranging and deep.” 
Since the 18th Party National Congress, with the value guidance of building a community 
of shared future for mankind, party diplomacy with Chinese characteristics has continually 


opened up new situations. 
III. Theoretical Self-Consciousness of Party Politics in Socialist Countries 


Theoretical self-consciousness is a sign of political maturity and a scientific guide to correct 
practice. Party consciousness and its value significance, party rights and the mechanisms for 
realizing them, party power and its oversight and constraints, party governance resources and 
their development and utilization, and the development and improvement of the party political 
system are the basic content and mechanisms for achieving theoretical awareness of party 
politics in socialist countries. 

1. Strengthening party consciousness and clearly defining party functions is the logical 
starting point of the theoretical self-consciousness of party politics in socialist countries 

First, as a conceptual form, Party consciousness is a knowledge system based on the 
theoretical construction of political practice concerning the survival, development and 
functioning of parties. Party consciousness provides exegesis of the origin of parties, supports 
their existence, and guides their development. The political attributes and value pursuits 
of party consciousness of ruling parties in socialist countries are as follows: the unity of 
adhering to Communist ideals and convictions and realistically accumulating the fruits of 
civilization; the unity of staying true to the Party’s original aspirations and ensuring that party 
politics in socialist countries is geared toward modernization, the world and the future; and 
the unity of retaining national party politics and “creating a community of shared future” 
and “shared values” for humanity. Party ideology is systematic and self-aware political party 
consciousness. Strengthening the ideological capacity of Marxist ruling parties is the basic 
construction of party political theoretical consciousness in socialist countries. 

Second, in party political systems of values in socialist countries, the functions of the 
ruling party, as a meta-concept with specific connotations and values, are bestowed on it and 
expressed by the consciousness and functions of the ruling party. In essence, the functions of 
the ruling party deal with the boundaries of intraparty relationships, interparty relationships, 
the relationship between the party and society, and the party’s foreign relations, as they ought 
to be. In terms of basic values, democracy is the core and point of origin of the functions of 
the ruling party; using intraparty democracy to promote interparty democracy, encourage 
national democracy and realize democracy in the whole society is the true spirit of the 
functions of the ruling party and their value significance. The functions of Marxist ruling 
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parties are both the dominant party political factors in socialist countries and an important 
basis and core standard for evaluating the theoretical consciousness of party politics in 
socialist countries. 

2. Man’ss free and all-rounded development is not only the historical mission and the 
ultimate value of party politics in socialist countries, but also the core value and key driver of 
their theoretical consciousness 

First, the class nature and advanced character of Marxist parties determine that their highest 
value is the liberation of humanity and man’s full and free development. The ideal society they 
work to create is based on the philosophy that “Man appropriates his comprehensive essence 


in a comprehensive manner,” is conditioned by “a tremendous leap of the productive forces 


of social labor [that] assures the most integral development of every individual producer,” 
pursues “the development of individuals into complete individuals”’' and achieves the 
objective of the full and free development of man. All this embodies the all-round progress of 
human civilization and is the value destination that party politics in socialist countries seeks 
to achieve. 

Second, party politics in socialist countries integrates class politics and social politics. 
Parties have an inborn class nature, and classes have an instinctive sense of party affiliation; 
this is the substance of the party politics and a universal phenomenon. Before Marxist parties 
assume power, they have to carry out a political revolution that highlights the class nature 
of their party politics. Once the proletariat becomes the ruling class, Marxist ruling parties 
must, provided they adhere to their class nature and strengthen the institutional achievements 
of their political revolution, undertake a social revolution that will satisfy the material and 
cultural needs of the overwhelming majority of the people. This action logic integrates the 
party’s character as a “political party” with a “class nature” that reaches out to “the people”; 
it thus embodies the organic integration and coordinated development of class politics and 
people’s politics under ruling Marxist parties. This is both the nature of party politics in 
socialist countries and also the historical inspiration to be drawn from the exploration of party 
politics in socialist countries over the past century. 

3. The inherent integration of the value costs of party obligations and the value returns on 
that work in the form of party rights is the innate principle for the theoretical consciousness 
of party politics in socialist countries 

First, the party rights of Marxist ruling parties refer to their claim to and acquisition of 
party political resources, as ruling parties, in return for developing their consciousness, 
implementing their functions and responsibilities while remaining on the side of the working 
class and the general masses. These rights reflect the various party political resources which 
parties must possess and control in order to survive, develop, and operate, as well as the issue 
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of their political positions and functions in related fields. The fundamental nature of party 
politics in socialist countries determines that the value of party rights lies in these rights being 
used as means rather than as ends. This is why Marxist ruling parties enjoy rights and why 
they have legitimacy. 

Second, in the context of party politics in socialist countries, party responsibilities are both 
the restrictive conditions created by Party members and organizations for their enjoyment of 
party rights and also important criteria for the parties themselves as well as their countries and 
societies to evaluate whether the rights Party members and organizations enjoy are legitimate. 
Regarding the ultimate value of party life as safeguarding class interests, realizing the 
people’s interests and defending the interests of the whole of humanity embodies the moral 
obligations of Marxist ruling parties and constitutes the bottom line for their performance of 
their legal obligations. The practice of party politics in different countries shows that party 
obligations are diminishing as party rights grow; it is not uncommon for the relationship 
between party rights and party obligations to be subverted and even overturned when party 
power is indefinitely expanded. 

4. Regulating party power and bringing parties under the rule of law is a logical necessity 
for party political theoretical consciousness in socialist countries 

First, party power, as the ability to undertake the political control and intervention that 
parties need to survive and realize their values, is divided into endogenous and exogenous 
power. Endogenous political power applies to intraparty governance or self-governance and 
reflects internal political relationships and their operation. Exogenous power is the party’s 
power to control or conduct national governance; it is required for the party to perform its 
functions and reflects the party’s external political relationships and their operation. The party 
power of Marxist ruling parties drives party politics in socialist countries. This power derives 
from the rights of the party and the rights of the people. Marxist ruling parties’ exercise of 
party power is the basic requirement for taking party obligations as a guiding value; taking 
party organizations as a vector for power; taking party institutions as the mechanism for 
practice; and taking national law as the basic norm. 

Second, there is a contradiction between party power and party rights. When party power 
is used to counteract party rights, party activity will inevitably become centralized and 
autocratic; but when party rights are used to negate party power, party activity will inevitably 
sink into a state of confusion characterized by blurred responsibilities and the loss of party 
capacity. Experience shows that the vicious inflation of party power invites party crises, but 
the improper expansion of party rights also leads to calamities for the party. When people 
oppose party centralization or do away with the party’s fundamental orientation toward power, 
the response is likely to be the expansion of party rights relative to party power, thus going 
from one extreme to another. The CPSU was an extreme case of this development, and similar 
lessons have also been learned from the ruling parties of other socialist countries. 

5. The rational exploitation and effective utilization of ruling resources reflects the level 


Wang Shaoxing 63 


of civilization of the ruling party and demonstrates the degree of party political theoretical 
consciousness in socialist countries 

First, the process by which Marxist ruling parties handle intraparty relationships, interparty 
relationships, the relationships between party and government, the relationships between 
party and society and foreign relations is essentially a political process of exploiting and 
utilizing the corresponding ruling resources and thus producing the resources needed for the 
sustainable development of party politics in socialist countries. This constitutes not only the 
full release of the ruling parties’ energy as subjects but also the full development, rational 
allocation and effective utilization of their external resources. The value significance of this 
process lies in the institutional cultivation and development of resources in such a way as to 
make the resources through which the party rules more legitimate, effective and sustainable. 
The premise of significant progress in the party politics of socialist countries is that Marxist 
ruling parties must constantly strengthen their ability to develop and utilize the resources with 
which they rule. 

Second, the synthetic capacity building of Marxist ruling parties determines whether they 
can gain a correct understanding and accurate grasp of the laws governing the development 
and utilization of their ruling resources. Their self-governance capacity determines how 
effectively they can use their organizational resources; their capacity to wield state power 
determines how effectively they develop and utilize their state power resources; their 
capacity to lead society determines how effectively they develop and utilize their social 
power resources; and their diplomatic capacity determines how effectively they develop and 
utilize international resources. The practice of party political theoretical self-consciousness 
in socialist countries requires adhering firmly to the essentially rule-governed nature of 
core resources, bestowing new connotations on the existing resources, and discovering and 
utilizing new ruling resources in accordance with new practice and development. 

6. The system of party politics is an institutional expression of party political theoretical 
self-consciousness, and the level of theoretical consciousness directly determines the 
completeness of the system of party politics 

First, the system of party politics is a general term for a political party’s status, structures 
and normative activities. It reflects the position of the party in the country’s political activity, 
as well as intraparty relationships, interparty relationships, relationships between the party 
and government and relationships between the party and society, and the mechanisms through 
which they operate. It is an organic system made up of rule-bound factors involving different 
subjects, scope and functions. It concerns the intrinsic known laws of party politics and at the 
same time provides a new starting point to a road and guarantee for the exploration of as yet 
unknown laws of party politics. As a basic part of the national political system, the system of 
party politics concerns the political position and role of the party. This has a strong influence 
on the value choices and outcomes of public policy. 

Second, the system of party politics is designed to realize the value of the party itself, 
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but is also the institutional origin of the conflicting interests of different political entities. 
Changes in party politics tend to mark the way party politics develops and the values it 
pursues. The establishment and development of party politics is attributable to the value 
orientations, relative strengths and relationships between parties, as well as to the economic 
base, political development and cultural traditions of specific nation-states, to the peculiarities 
of the era, to changes in the external environment, to the party’s leadership succession and 
to the adjustment of its strategic goals. The basic features of changes in the system of party 
politics are the union of the rule-governed and the purposeful; the union of natural evolution 
and rational construction; and the union of the nation and the world. The logical progression 
of changes in the system of party politics is that changes in the party lead to changes in its 
functions and thence to changes in party politics. The basic requirement of changes in the 
system of party politics is to take safeguarding the leadership position and ruling authority of 
the Communist party as the political prerequisite and, to the greatest extent possible, to realize 
the value of creating a political situation characterized by both centralism and democracy, 
both discipline and freedom, both a united will and personal peace of mind and vigorous life. 


Epilogue 


As a new political form higher than the party politics of capitalist countries, the party 
politics of socialist countries emerged amid the modernization of human civilization, was 
established by Marxist parties wielding state power, and has grown to realize the man’s free 
and all-rounded development. Its vivid practice demonstrates to the world that the laws of 
development of human civilization give the oppressed the sacred political right to “smash 
the old world” and that there is a new choice of road for the development of human society 
in addition to the logical framework of capitalism. The great undertaking of the century has 
created the practice of human emancipation and the full and free development of man. Both 
history and reality prove that although major “spatial” changes have taken place in party 
politics in socialist countries and profound adjustments have been made to the historical 
spectrum, “temporally” party politics in socialist countries is still continuing with renewed 
health. 

The value significance and means of expression of this social and political phenomenon are 
as follows. 

First, party politics in socialist countries features the unity of history and reality. This shows 
that the realistic nature of party politics in socialist countries contains its historical nature, and 
its historical nature contains its nature as reality. The unity of history and reality concerns the 
past of party politics in socialist countries and reflects its future. 

Second, party politics in socialist countries features the unity of the political and the 
scientific. This shows that to be political, party politics in socialist countries must be scientific, 
and its scientific nature must be expressed in its political nature. Its political nature is the soul 
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of party politics in socialist countries and its scientific nature is its life; the two are integrated 
in the historical practice of the self-governance and national governance of Marxist ruling 
parties. 

Third, party politics in socialist countries features the unity of the nature of the nation 
and the nature of the world. This shows that party politics in socialist countries should not 
only reflect the inherent uniqueness of this phenomenon but also observe the general laws of 
development of party politics, and should not only use the “uniqueness” of its party politics 
to enrich its “regular” party politics but also move from unique party politics to regular party 
politics. 

Fourth, party politics in socialist countries features the unity of stability and creativity. 
On the one hand, this shows that the basic nature and core values of the elements of party 
politics in socialist countries must be upheld; otherwise, there will inevitably be devastating 
consequences—the collapse of the party. On the other, this shows that party politics in 
socialist countries is a process of creation in which new growth areas are constantly explored 
and new landscapes are constantly created. 

A review of the century of party politics in socialist countries shows that it has had a 
significant influence on the course of the development of human history and a rich historical 
heritage. At present it is making an impressive take-off in world party politics through a 
developmental stance based on the integration of civilization. In the 21st century, party 
politics in socialist countries is strongly driving the modernization of those countries and 
at the same time ceaselessly shaping and perfecting the forces of party political practice 
in socialist countries as the socialist system experiences great historically sustainable 
development. Party politics in socialist countries, being pivotal to the development of socialist 
democracy, will definitely have major, far-reaching historical significance for a brighter future 
for humanity as it moves forward. 
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